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Message from Mrs. Branch
We are off to a fantastic start this fall at Wakanda Elementary School! Thank you for all of the
support you have shown our students and staff thus far! Please note a change in the mask
expectations for our elementary-aged students included in the newsletter. In addition, we are
looking forward to meeting with all of our families at our Fall Conferences in early October! See
all of you then! ~Mrs. Shannon Branch, Principal

MASKS REQUIRED FOR
KINDERGARTEN-6th GRADE
The school board approved an update to the SDMA COVID-19
Plan that will require the use of masks for all students in grades
Kindergarten-6th Grade until students in those grade levels
have the opportunity to become fully vaccinated.  
Please send a clean mask for your child to utilize at school
each day.

STUDENT APPOINTMENTS
-If your child has an appointment during the school day and you need to pick up your child
early, please provide your classroom teacher and the school o�ce with prior notice of the
appointment. You are welcome to pull into our carpool loop and call the front o�ce at 715-232-
3898 to notify Miss Heidi or Miss Kelley of your arrival and they will safely send your child to
your vehicle. You are always welcome to park your vehicle and come into the o�ce at any time
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PARENT-TEACHER
CONFERENCES
We will be having Conferences on Thursday, October 7th and
Tuesday, October 12th 4:00-7:45pm. You will have the option of
either selecting an in-person, phone, or virtual conference with
your child's teacher to discuss your child's academic and social
progress. We recently sent out the google link via Skylert but please feel free to reach out to
your child's teacher personally if you do not yet have access.

to check out your child from the o�ce for an appointment as well. We are requiring a phone
call from the carpool loop or parent/guardian to check out your child in order for your child to
leave the building for appointments.  

WAKANDA PTO
Our PTO is a parent-run organization that supports our school,
raising money for additional �eld trips, adding technology to
the classroom, enhancing our playground spaces, and
supporting our staff. Parents are encouraged to provide
support in the manner that suits their family best (time,
donations, and/or service). We would love to have you join our
Wakanda PTO. Please check out the Wakanda PTO Facebook
page or reach out by email to
Wakanda.elementary.pto@gmail.com
 
Please join us for our next PTO Meeting on October 6th at
6:30pm at the Wakanda Library.

KINDERGARTEN 
The kindergarteners have had a wonderful �rst month of school! We have been busy getting to
know each other and learning the rules and routines at Wakanda. We started our writer's
workshop block with an illustration study. The students have been looking at the work of other
illustrators and learning how to use their own pictures to tell a story. In math, we have been
counting and learning about numbers to 10. In reader's workshop we have been focusing on
reading and retelling old storybook favorites. We also spent time this month learning about and
observing butter�ies. 
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FIRST GRADE 
Wow, it is hard to believe we are wrapping up the �rst month of school. The �rst graders have
been busy meeting new friends, establishing and learning school expectations, setting Hopes
and Dreams for the school year, and so much more! They are quickly adjusting to the "back to
school" routines and are showcasing their skills daily. The �rst grade teachers are excited to
learn and grow along with the mathematicians, authors, illustrators and scientists in our
classrooms this year! 
 
SECOND GRADE 
Second grade is off to a great start! We are so proud of all of the second graders for their
positive attitudes and their ability to adapt and change to differences. We have been so
impressed with the respect they have for each other and their understanding of the things we
need to do to remain safe at school. It is truly impressive!
In math we have been focusing on place value (understanding numbers and their values) last
week. This is so important because everything we will do in math this year builds on this
understanding. We also have been working on building our �uency with math facts. This is an
important skill we work on in second grade and will continue to work on all year. 
In reading we have been working on increasing our stamina when reading and choosing books
that are a "good �t" for us. It is so much fun to see them enjoying new books and book series.
We also continue to work on learning how to read and spell our snap words. Thank you for all
the work at home to continue this learning! 
 
THIRD GRADE
Third Grade is off to a great start! We have been busy getting organized and adjusting to the
rigor of 3rd grade. Recently, we started having the students switch classes for writing(Mrs.
Mayer), science/social studies(Mrs. Pasch), and math(Mrs. LaBuda). We are enjoying getting
to know all of the 3rd graders by doing these switches! Such a great group of learners! Each
Monday, we send home a weekly report with information about what we are learning and
important upcoming events and dates. We hope you �nd the information helpful and
informative. We are looking forward to visiting with you at conferences!
 
FOURTH GRADE
It is hard to believe that just about a month ago we were busy welcoming our new batch of
fourth graders to Wakanda. During this �rst month of school we have been busy learning and
reviewing school and classroom rules and procedures. While it may seem repetitive to the
students, knowing the expectations is key to helping the boys and girls reach their hopes and
dreams for this school year.
We now have all academics up and running. Fourth graders are learning how to be intense
readers as we begin our �ction reading unit. We will spend a lot of time developing
interpretations about the characters within those �ction books. Students are introduced to the
writing process while they complete personal narratives. Our �rst two math modules focus on
understanding place value and using that knowledge to add and subtract numbers into the
millions. We learned about being scientists and will begin a fourth grade favorite: creating salt-
dough maps, as we learn about the geography of the United States.
As the year progresses, we encourage all fourth graders to develop an at-home routine that
includes nightly reading as well as practicing those multiplication and division facts. We are
looking forward to a great year!! 



SCHOOL HOURS
8:30A.M. is our Warning Bell 
8:35A.M. is our Start Time 
 
3:30P.M. is our Dismissal Time

 
FIFTH GRADE 
The Elementary Seniors of Wakanda Elementary have had a fantastic �rst few weeks of
learning. We are working hard daily to "Give the Gift of Learning" to ourselves and those around
us, using our Wakanda C.A.R.E.S. We are taking good care of our daily Learning Goals and
each other. Our fantastic, elastic brains are growing stronger and faster each day, as we try
new things, make plenty of mistakes, and �nd other solutions. WE CAN DO HARD THINGS IN
FIFTH GRADE!

10/6 - PTO Meeting 6:30pm 
10/7 & 10/12 - Parent/Teacher Conferences (contact your child's teacher for your scheduled
date and time) 
10/14 - N0 SCHOOL - Professional Development Day 
10/15 - NO SCHOOL 
11/2 - Picture Retake Day

@SDMA_Wakanda

Contact Information

801 Pine Avenue E Menomonie… 715-232-3898

wk.sdmaonline.com
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